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| wrote to you in November acknowledging receipt of copy evidence received by your
Committee in relation to Abergavenny Livestock Market.

Today, | have issued a Written Statement to the National Assembly explaining my decision
to repeal the Abergavenny Improvement Acts, a copy of which | enclose. | carefully
considered the evidence forwarded to me by the Petitions Committee, and understand the
strength and sincerity of feeling expressed by those people who do not wish the existing
livestock market to close. | have not included within the consultation responses received,
the approximate 5,000 petition letters forwarded to your Committee in 2009, but | have
taken account the sentiment of that petition during my consideration of the matter.

| received a very high number of responses to my consultation, many of which oppose
repeal of the Acts on the grounds that the current market should not close, or that the
proposed development of the site should not proceed. The retention of the Acts is
perceived as a means of preventing these things from happening, but such planning
considerations are properly for the democratically elected local Council, not me.
Furthermore, it is a misconception that the retention of the Acts prevents the development of
the existing market site.
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| wish to thank you and your Committee colleagues for keeping me informed of the
responses you have received concerning Abergavenny'’s livestock market. | expect shortly
to place before the National Assembly an Order repealing the Acts, and that the Order will
come into force one month after it is made. The enabling powers in the Local Government
(Wales) Act 1994 provide that this order will be subject to the negative procedure in the
Assembly.
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